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Early Years Training Days    
SUMMER 2017 

 

Our training is aimed at all practitioners, including teachers & support staff, in Early Years settings 

Cost: £135 per person per course (to book, please see separate booking form) 

Training days run from 9.30am – 3.30pm – (Registration from 9.00am) 
 

 

Potions, Pirates and Pizza Delivery: 
Inspiring Early Language, Communication 
and Literacy Through Play 

Julie Cigman 

Thursday 4th May 2017 
 

 “Language in, language out” … the more children hear language 
and engage in genuine conversations, the more their language 
and thinking develops. Children use language to explore and 
make sense of the world, and language development is highly 
influenced by the amount of exposure that babies and young 
children have to language and positive interactions. 
  

This course will look at ways in which children typically develop 
receptive language (understanding) and expressive language 
(talking). We will explore links between early language 
development and phonological development, leading into early 
reading and writing. We will look at the role of phonics (decoding 
and encoding) and making and taking meaning when children 
become readers and writers. There will be time to reflect on your 
own practice and be inspired to return to your setting with new 
ideas and more confidence to help all children become confident 
communicators and access the rich world of books and writing. 
 

Please bring along something special that you can use to 
create a spell!   
 

This course will enable delegates to: 

 Revisit and extend their understanding of how children 
develop early communication and language skills; 

 Develop their understanding of the role of phonics in learning 
to read and write; 

 Reflect on how they can support early communication, 
language and literacy development through the 
characteristics of effective learning; 

 Discover new ways to create language-rich spaces & places. 
 

Julie Cigman is an independent Early Years trainer, consultant 
and writer, her most recent publication being Getting Boys Up and 
Running in the Early Years (2016).  She has been a Nursery, 
Primary and reading intervention teacher, was the EYFS lead on 
a post-graduate Early Years teacher training course and worked 
as an Early Years advisory teacher for Oxfordshire CC, leading a 
team on equalities, EAL and literacy. Julie runs writing projects 
which have successfully improved the confidence, motivation and 
attainment of boys and girls in the project settings. 

 

Minimising the ‘Tail of the Dog’ Effect 
Caroline Eaton 

Wednesday 24th May 2017 

 
 

 
Research shows that often children who are inexperienced in the 
Early Years remain this way throughout their school careers and 
this can impact negatively in later life.  This gap often becomes 
larger as the child gets older and more difficult to narrow.  This 
was borne out in the document ‘Teaching and Play in the Early 
Years’ by Ofsted: ‘Less than half of all disadvantaged children 
had  the skills needed to secure a positive start to school; around 
one quarter still struggled to speak, listen or interact socially to 
support better learning overall. The 19 percentage point gap 
between disadvantaged children and their better-off counterparts 
has remained unacceptably wide for too long.’  We are in a good 
position to make a difference and in some instances have 
additional funding to help. 
 
This course will: 
 

 Focus on a range of research which identifies what will 
make a difference to children facing disadvantage; 

 Provide an opportunity to reflect and build on your current 
practice in relation to identifying and narrowing the gap; 

 Look at supporting materials, practical ways of allocating 
and recording EYPP spending, assessing impact of 
interventions and including families in the decision making 
processes. 

 
Together we can find ways that will make a difference to your 
children and your setting. 
 

Caroline Eaton has extensive experience within early years in 
both the maintained and non-maintained sectors.  She has 
worked successfully with Local Authorities and early years 
settings and schools to improve the quality of early years 
provision and to support leaders and managers in continuing their 
own self-evaluation effectively.  Caroline provides training in 
several Local Authorities on a range of early years topics, 
including developing stimulating and challenging learning 
environments and working with children who have English as an 
Additional Language.  She has been involved in producing 
booklets and DVDs to support early years practice and more 
recently was the lead for the DFE’s EYPP project.  
  

 

Adult Role – Interaction or Interference 

Claire Walden 

Wednesday 14thJune 2017 

 

 
Good practice is often about doing nothing! Sometimes we feel 
the need to fill time and ‘look busy’ and therefore interrupt 
learning with unnecessary questions or taking over the learning 
experience. This course will explore the appropriate level of 
interaction educational staff should have in supporting the 
learning and development of children.  
 

Aims: 

• To consider our role as educationalists and the impact we 
have upon children’s learning; 

• To investigate the theory and ethos of facilitating learning and 
teaching; 

• To explore the role of Sensitivity, Autonomy and Stimulation 
in the education of our children; 

• To look at appropriate environments and resources to support 
child-initiated learning; 

• Examine different play behaviours and the value of play -
based learning. 

 

Objectives: 
 

You will be able to: 

 Reflect on current practice in terms of your role with children; 

 Review staff interaction with children and identify next steps 
to improve practice; 

 Apply aspects of theory and educational techniques to daily 
practice; 

 Identify methods, resources & learning environments to 
improve sensitivity, autonomy and stimulation in your setting. 
 

 

Claire Warden is the founder of Auchlone Nature Kindergarten & 
the International Association of Nature Pedagogy, an organisation 
designed to promote and support all forms of nature-based 
education around the world.  She is an international advisor to the 
Children & Nature Network, World Forum Foundation and the 
International School Grounds Group. Claire was voted 
Exceptional Master Leader in f Early Care and Education and is a 
Visiting & Teaching Fellow at Strathclyde University. 
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