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Early Years Training Days    
Summer 2016 

 

Our training is aimed at all practitioners, including teachers & support staff, in Early Years settings

Cost: £135 per person per course (to book, please see separate booking form)

Training days run from 9.30am – 3.30pm – (Registration from 9.00am)

 
Helping Children & Families from 
Diverse Communities with Speech, 
Language & Communication Needs 
Sunita Shah 

Wednesday 20th April 2016 
 
Do you have children in your setting speaking more than one 
language?  Are you finding it difficult to identify if the child has a 
communication difficulty?  Working with children and families from 
diverse communities with SLCN (Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs), this course will explore the following: 
 

• What is bilingualism? 

• Development of more than one language; 

• Identification and assessment of children with an additional 
language who have a SLCN; 

• Advice and strategies to support bilingual children in an 
educational setting with SLCN; 

• Achieving cultural competency; 

• Advantages of being bilingual. 
 

The course will aim to provide practical ideas, tools and resources 
to support nursery nurses, teaching assistants, teachers and 
SENCO to identify, assess and manage bilingual children with 
SLCN.  It will support you to correctly identify which children will 
require onward referral to the Speech and Language Therapist 
and which children can be supported in the classroom.  The 
course is interactive and has case studies, workshops and 
opportunities to discuss your personal experiences and learning 
needs.   
 

Sunita Shah has worked as SLT for over 18 years and is the 
bilingual specialist and clinical lead in Brent which has a 
very ethnically diverse population and over 100 languages are 
spoken in the clinic where Sunita works. She is an advisor for the 
Royal College of Speech & Language Therapy and has been 
Chair of London bilingualism Clinical Excellence Network for over 
10 years. She lectures on bilingual matters, trains Speech & 
Language Therapy departments and early years settings 
nationally to work with bilingual children with speech, language 
and communication needs. Sunita is also an author and has her 
own private practise in North West London.  She is multi-lingual, 
speaks Gujarati fluently, and is semi-fluent in Hindi, Urdu & 
Punjabi. 

Every Child a Mover! 
Providing Young Children with the 
Physical Experiences they Need 
Jan White 

Tuesday 3rd May 2016 

 

It is time that we recognised that the brain does not learn by itself: 
the body learns too, and if we are to educate our children properly 
we must encourage developmental parity between body and 
brain. Physical education is as important as the teaching of 
literacy and maths in the early years.      
   Sally Goddard Blythe, TES 7.1.00 
 

Young children have strong inner drives to move, constantly 
showing us their need for and pleasure in movement.  Amid 
national concerns for children’s physical health, the EYFS 
emphasises physical development as a ‘prime’ area of learning 
and development, recognising the crucial significance of 
movement and physicality for children from birth onwards.  Jan 
will inspire and support practitioners to develop outdoor 
environments that strongly promote physical development and 
encourage active, movement-based learning by:   
 

• Considering why physical development is so important to 
children’s lives and why it is a Prime Area; 

• Examining how control, coordination and confidence in 
movement (including for reading and writing) actually come 
about; 

• Exploring how to create a stimulating, active and 
movement-rich outdoor environment that provides children 
with the developmental opportunities they need. 

 

Working across the UK and internationally, Jan White is a 
leading thinker and writer on outdoor play and advocate for high 
quality outdoor provision for children from birth to seven.  With 
thirty years’ experience in education, she has developed a deep 
commitment to the consistently powerful effect of the outdoors on 
young children.  She is currently an Early Education Associate, 
adviser for landscape and equipment companies, convenor of the 
Landscapes for Early Childhood National Network and teaches at 
the 'Centre for Research in Early Childhood’.  She provides 
training courses, conference keynotes and consultancy for a wide 
range of early years settings and is an award-winning author. 

Moving On to Key Stage One: 
Transition from Foundation Stage to 
Year 1 
Julie Fisher 

Wednesday 25th May 2016 
 

The day is designed to enable Year 1 and Year 2 teachers to 
build on effective practice in the Foundation Stage. It considers 
how young children learn best and the implications of this for 
teaching strategies in the classroom.  Through the use of DVD 
footage from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes, it considers 
how the role of the adult differs as learning is supported and 
extended in both adult-led and child-led situations. Please note 
this course is aimed at reception teachers and Year 1 
teachers (preferably in school ‘pairs’).   
 

Issues addressed: 
 

• How children learn most effectively age 4,5 & 6; 

• Planning an effective learning environment in Year 1 that 
builds on best foundation stage practice; 

• Organising the learning day – considering the balance 
between adult-led and child-led learning; 

• The differing benefits of learning alongside an adult and 
learning independently; 

• How daily observation and assessment  feeds into flexible 
and meaningful planning; 

• The role of the adult in supporting both adult-led and child-
led learning. 
 

Julie Fisher is an independent Early Years Adviser and visiting 
Professor of Early Childhood Education at Oxford Brookes 
University. She held the post of Early Years Adviser in 
Oxfordshire for 11 years, before which she was lecturer in early 
childhood education at the University of Reading. She has taught 
children from 3 to 12 years of age and has been headteacher of 
two urban, multi-cultural schools. She is author of a number of 
articles and books on early childhood education.  Her latest book, 
‘Interacting or Interfering?’, published in January this year, draws 
on recent research into effective interactions between 
practitioners and children aged six months to six years.  


