
Newsletter 

3-5s Nursery March 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers 
Firstly, let me apologise that the March newsletter is being written to you in the last week of 
March! This half term seems to have flown by and I cannot believe that we break up this Thursday 
for the Easter break! The children will be busy this week thinking and reflecting on new life and all 
the signs that spring and Easter bring.   
 
Don’t forget we break up this Thursday 24th March and Nursery re-opens for the summer term on 
Monday 11th April. After we come back, we will start to work with you and your children to prepare 
them for the    transition and changes in September. More details to come after the holidays! 
 
If your child is due to leave us and start school in September, you will find out about your child’s 
school      placement on 18th April.  If you applied on line you usually receive this information in the 
same way.  For more details, please visit the Surrey CC website http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools
-and-learning/schools/school-admissions/after-you-have-applied/primary-infant-and-junior-school-
admissions#allocated  
 
We will offer support to parents and can often signpost you in the right direction if you have not 
got your preferred school, however, we cannot make appeals on parents behalf.  Please do let us 
know which school you have accepted for your child as this will help us to make our transition                
arrangements.   
 
If your child is due to stay with us another year, you will soon receive a letter with more infor-
mation, start dates in September etc.   
 
Parking...again! 
Please please please can I ask parents to respect the parking out the front of 
our building, both our allocated bays for our SEN families, permit families and 
taxis, but also the residents in the flats opposite.  Their visitor bays are exactly 
that—bays for the visitors of the flats.  I am having to deal with a lot of                     
frustrated residents who are complaining about our parents parking there for 
drop off and pick up.  I have many roles on my job description but parking               
attendant and dealing with frustrated residents is not one of them.   
 

Easter raffle 
Thank you to everyone who has bought a ticket for our Easter raffle! We raised 
and egg-cellent (!!) £202!  This money will be added to our Christmas raffle money 
and other donations to support the development of our soft play area for all the 
children to benefit from! 
Our winner was Emma Wheeler (Dominic’s mum!)   
  
 



Job Vacancies 
We are looking to recruit a Bursar for our Nursery and Children’s Centre. Liz who many of 
you know (probably who you receive our invoices from!) is retiring this summer after               
working with us for 22 years!  The role is very much about looking after our finances and 
the accounts of the entire Centre. There are more details on the vacancies page of our 
website, alternatively you can visit the eTeach.com website to find out more.   
 
Safety first 
Please can I remind parents and children to walk inside the railings on the driveway from 
West Street to our gates, rather than on the road. 
 
Parents Evening 
A massive thank you to the 57 parents/carers who attended our Parents Evening on the 1st 
March! It was wonderful to see so many families. Those who attended the session in the 
conference room learnt lots of ideas to support their children at home with their reading 
and writing!  Families who gathered in Pam and Anne’s room shared ideas to support their 
children at home, during the holidays and weekends, as well as meet our new SENCo                
Charlotte, who will be working with us while El is on maternity leave.   
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with parents making comments such as; ‘Really               
interesting to see and hear what happens during group time – I always thought the children 
‘just’ sat and listened to stories’ and ‘lovely to see the hard 
work that goes into the day. Below are just some of the 
photographs used during the evening to show what really        
happens when your children are with us...and that group 
time is not about listening to stories! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Swimming galore! 
Pam’s afternoon group have been invited to swim at St John’s School swimming pool once a 
week to support the children with their sensory needs. This has been a great success and 
the children have responded to this experience really well. 
The focus of the sessions is to develop their confidence 
and most importantly their social skills.   

 

 
 
 
 
 



Extended sessions and lunchclub 
For those of you whose children are starting school in September, you might like to                            
consider getting them to attend for a lunchclub or extended day. This will enable them to 
know what staying longer for lunch or all day feels like so that 5 long days in September is 
not such a shock! Please speak to Joanna if you are interested! 
 

Anne takes to the skies! 

Anne, works with our children in the Language Unit and is taking on a huge 
personal challenge in June.  She will be abseiling a whopping 49 metres off 
the top of Guildford Cathedral.  Anne is doing this to raise funds for                  
Parkinson's UK, which is a charity she feels passionately about. Anne's      
mother had Parkinson's Disease and she has joined their 
campaign to support this charity. If this is a charity you 
would like to support, or you would like to cheer on Anne in 
her challenge, please go to:  https://www.justgiving.com/

Anne-Ferrett1 

 

Fundraising and FOND 
Thank you to all the parents who attended our FOND meeting last week at our Goodwyns 
Road site!  The group of parents had lots of ideas and will be arranging a cake sale soon—so 
get your aprons read to do some baking!   
All the funds raised go back into the Nursery and Children's Centre for the benefit of your 
children.  We will also be holding our big sponsored event too in May—more details to follow 
after the Easter break! 
 
Waiting in the library before school 
Please can I remind parents to ensure their children adhere to our nursery rules when          
waiting in the library before the start of the day.  We open the front doors at 8.30am to 
allow parents and children to share a story in the library and change their books before the 
nursery door opens at 8.45am.  Please can I ask parents to ensure their children are calm 
and quiet at this time. 
 
Voice of the child 
The children have been looking at the signs of spring and noticed the                  
daffodils growing, one child said ‘look, I can see a daffodil, oh there’s 
2!...there might be some more the other side’.  She went to find the                           
daffodils and noticed one laying down, ‘Oh, that one’s having a rest’ she said! 
Maybe this is not the sign of new life in Spring we were hoping for?!? 
 
Wood wood wood! 
Please, please, please, we are desperate for small pieces of wood for our 
wood work bench—any donations gratefully received, as are offers to cut 
wood for us! 

https://www.justgiving.com/Anne-Ferrett1
https://www.justgiving.com/Anne-Ferrett1


From the nursery 
Book Week was a huge success as always! The week kicked off with the children all visiting 
the ‘Dorking Nursery Theatre’ and being treated to a live show of ‘Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears’! 
It was an ‘all star cast’ in attendance 
that day, with Anne as Goldilocks,              
Eleanor as Baby Bear, Marian/myself 
as Mummy Bear and ‘Charlotte as                     
Daddy Bear’. This really gave the             
children a good opportunity to see how 
to use the resources and act out this 
narrative.   
 
The rest of the week was spent     
sharing our favourite stories and a    
visit from a librarian at Dorking             
library.  

 
How to help at home 
Have you visited Dorking library yet?  
Why not take your child to share or 
borrow a book. If you go, we would love 
to see this. Why not take a photo of 
your child at the library and email it to 
us to make a display—email it to Becky 
at reception@dorking.surrey.sch.uk!  We 
look forward to seeing your pictures! 
 
 
 
 

 
How to help at home 
This Easter, why not try to involve your child in your family celebrations? Talk to them 
about your plans and let them help you with the preparations. If they are cooking with you, 
often they will try things that they have prepared more readily than something unfamiliar. 
If you are planning to get together with some more distant family members, tell your child 
all about them and perhaps show them pictures of other friends and family who you might 
not see so often. Perhaps they might like to make an Easter card and post it to one of 
these special people. 

 

As you are out and about, continue to encourage your child to notice the changes happening 
in the natural world. Talk about what the birds are doing and see if you can spot any                
building their nests. Stop and listen to the birdsong; sometimes, especially in the lighter 
evenings, you can spot a blackbird sitting on a roof, singing loudly. Ask your child why they 
think the bird might be singing; you might be surprised by the replies! 

 
 



 
Diary Dates 
Monday 11th April—start of summer term—Nursery open as usual 
Wednesday 13th April—Conversation Café—9.30am—10.30am  
Wednesday 27th April—Speech Session 10am—11am 
Wednesday 11th May—Conversation Café—9.30am—10.30am  
Monday 16th May—SPONSORED WEEK! More details to follow 
Monday 23rd May—Mums and Grandmas Week 
Wednesday 25th May—Speech Session 10am—11am 
Friday 27th May  end of term—Nursery closed week beginning 30th May 
Monday 6th June—INSET Day—Nursery closed 
Monday 13th June—Dads and Grandpas week—Take 2 
Friday 17th June—Tempest photos  
Wednesday 22nd June—Speech Session 10am—11am 
Thursday 23rd June—Getting Ready for School Evening, 7pm (for families with children 
starting school September 2016) 
Friday 1st July—INSET Day—Nursery closed 
Wednesday 13th July—Conversation Café—9.30am—10.30am  
Friday 22nd July—last day of term—Family PICNIC Day 
 
Best Wishes 
Donna Harwood-Duffy 
 


